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Ohio University Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Twins Talk .is a valuable and much needed contribution to scholarly work on twins. It
suggests intriguing new directions for anthropological research on a topic that has been predominantly
explored from biomedical and psychological perspectives.With this book, Davis gives a compelling
demonstration of the value of studying twins as twins, and shows that twins life stories-not just their genomes-
are rich with meaning and worthy of analysis. -Medical Anthropology QuarterlyTwins Talk is an ethnographic
study of identical twins in the United States, a study unique in that it considers what twins have to say about
themselves, instead of what researchers have written about them. It presents, in the first person, the grounded
and practical experiences of twins as they engage, both individually and together, the who am I and who are
we questions of life. Here, the twins themselves are the stars. Dona Lee Davis conducted conversational
interviews with twenty-two sets of identical twins attending the Twins Days Festival in Twinsburg, Ohio, the
largest such gathering in the world. Lively and oFen opinionated, each twin comes through as a whole person
who at the same time maintains a special bond that the vast majority of people will never experience. The study
provides a distinctive and enlightening insider s challenge to the nature/nurture debates that dominate
contemporary research on twins. The author, herself an identical twin, draws on aspects of her own life to
inform her analysis of the data throughout the text. Each chapter addresses a diGerent theme from multiple
viewpoints, including those of popular science writers, scientific researchers, and singletons, as well as those of
the twins themselves.
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