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illustrated. 1869 edition. Excerpt: . . . the same supplication, and the people respond. Then all fall on their knees
and repeat the prayer with enthusiasm: the miracle is performed, the sea has opened to leave a path to the
people protected by the Lord. This last part is in the major. It is impossible to imagine the thunders of applause
that resounded throughout the house; one would have thought it was coming down. The spectators in the
boxes standing up and leaning over to applaud, called out at the top of their voice Bello, bello! 0 che bello! |
never saw so much enthusiasm, nor such a complete success, which was so much the greater inasmuch as
people were quite prepared to laugh After that deny that music has a direct physical effect upon the nerves! |
am almost in tears when | think of this prayer. After the miracle in Mose, it is not astonishing that Rossini should
have become a firm believer in the efficacy of operatic prayer. He now introduced it at every opportunity; and it
is noticeable that THE PREGHIERA. 199 in each of the four operas which Rossini produced at the Academy a
choral preghiera occurs. Auber turned this new dramatic means to admirable account in La Muette de Portici,
and Meyerbeer, after making liberal use of it in other works, seems to have employed it in LAfricaine almost to
excess. Here we find prayers all through the opera; from the members of the Inquisition in...
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