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William Extra Billy Smith, the oldest and one of the most
controversial Confederate generals on the field at Gettysburg,
was also one of the most colourful and charismatic characters
of the Civil War and the antebellum Old South. Despite a life full
of drama, politics, and adventure, until now no full-length
biography of this former general, governor, and attorney
existed Known nationally as Extra Billy because of his prewar
penchant for finding loopholes in government postal contracts
to gain extra money for his stagecoach lines, Smith served as
Virginia s governor during both the War with Mexico and the
Civil War, served five terms in the U.S. Congress, and was one
of Virginia s leading spokesmen for slavery and States Rights.
Extra Billy s extra-long speeches and wry sense of humor were
legendary among his peers. A lawyer during the heady Gold
Rush days, Smith made a fortune in California and, like his
income earned from stagecoaches, quickly lost it. Despite his
advanced age Smith took the field and fought well at First
Manassas, was wounded at Seven Pines and again...
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R eviews

This written book is fantastic. This can be for those who statte that there had not been a well worth reading. Your life
period will probably be transform when you comprehensive reading this article ebook.
-- Cha nelle R oob   

Undoubtedly, this is the finest job by any article writer. it had been writtern very perfectly and beneficial. Its been
printed in an exceedingly simple way in fact it is only following i finished reading this ebook by which basically
modified me, modify the way in my opinion.
-- La ne Dicki  
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