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1868 In giving these Lectures to the world, I believe I am only taking a usual step, and one that is expected of
Oxford Professors, more or less, by that University. I need only then ask my readers to bear in mind that they
are lectures, to be heard, as ancient Pistol says, with ears - not subtle disquisitions to be meditated upon in a
quiet study. They have therefore been thrown into a key more rhetorical and familiar than I should otherwise
have adopted, and are rather, to use Aristotle s phrase, epideictic orations than argumentative essays. I must
add that for five-and-twenty years and more, I have done nothing as an orator, except to mumble now and
then a few words, against my will, at a wedding breakfast. It follows that these compositions must be, in point
of tone and style, necessarily tentative. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands
of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally leK to preserve the state of such
historical works.
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